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Alumni News 
Third Annual Super Raffle 

 Once again, Immaculata is sponsoring a Super Raffle for its Field of Dreams 
fund.  Prizes include a 2008 Cadillac, a 2008 Harley Davidson, and a trip for four to 
Disney World, as well as other terrific gifts.  Donation is $100 and only 1700 tickets will 
be sold.  The drawing is March 1st at the Somerville Elks.  To buy a ticket, contact the 
school’s athletic office at (908) 722-0200 ext. 114. 
 

Annual Appeal 

 Sister Regina Havens IHM, Immaculata’s principal, is happy to share this good 
news about the Annual Appeal. The campaign recently received a huge boost with a 
donation of $20,000 to its Endowment Fund.   The donations to the Immaculata 
Endowment Fund are never touched; only the investment earnings will be used to support 
the high school, primarily for need-based tuition and teacher salaries.  In addition, many 
contributors have generously donated to specific areas of the school, as well as the 
general fund.   
 Catholic education can not survive without the support of those who benefited 
from it. Tuition alone can not fund a school.  Specifically, Immaculata High School needs 
the support of the alumni and friends to maintain this school, enhance its offerings, 
support its teachers, and provide scholarships to academically gifted, as well as needy, 
students.   
 The Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and the lay faculty thank 
those of you who support the school in a myriad of ways.  Please continue to do so.  If 
you have not yet participated in any of our programs, please consider doing so. The 
Annual Appeal impacts all aspects of the school.  All gifts – large or small – will help 
Immaculata prosper today and tomorrow! 
 

Fashion Show 

 Immaculata’s largest fundraiser, hosted by the Spartan Club, is the annual Fashion 
Show. The theme is “Tuscany Under the Sun.”  This year it will be held on Saturday, 
April 19th at the Doubletree in Somerset.  Traditionally, this affair sells out very quickly.  
If you are interested in attending, you need to send in your reservations (cost: $60 per 
person) to Spartan Club Fashion Show, 28 Prospect St., Somerville, N.J.  The money 
raised at this event significantly defrays the cost of the school’s technology.   
 If you would like to donate items to the Mother’s Auction, please email the 
Spartan Club at spartanclub@immaculatahighschool.org   In addition, if your company 
can donate samples for the gift bags, please call Sue Green at (908) 304-5488. 

  

2008 Immaculata Golf Classic 

 This year’s golf outing will be held on Friday, May 23, 2008- be sure to save the 
date! Participants this year will be able to choose one of two sites at which to play: 
Hillsborough Golf Course or Roycebrook (also in Hillsborough).  Lunch will be at the 
separate courses, with all players reuniting for dinner at Roycebrook.  For more 
information, please contact Anna Rueda-Barrie at 908-722-0200, ext. 224. 



 

I.H.S. Race4Freedom Committee in Search of New Members 

 For the last four years, the IHS Race4Freedom has raised funds to support need-
based tuition assistance for students at Immaculata High School. This 5K Race/2 mile 
“Fun Walk” through the streets of Somerville has become a popular event, attracting 
runners and walkers from all over New Jersey. 
 Scott Dorrler ‘93 and his wife Mary, who have served as Directors for the IHS 
Race4Freedom since its inception, are now looking for volunteers to join their 
committee. Help is needed with all aspects of race planning, promotion, sponsorship and 
managing race-day events. 
 As you can imagine, it takes the help of many people to make this race a success. 
Without a sufficient number of new volunteers, the 2008 edition of the IHS 
Race4Freedom may be cancelled. Please consider volunteering your time and talents to 
help keep this important fundraiser alive.  
 If you are interested in serving on the 2008 IHS Race4Freedom committee, 
please contact Joseph McKenna, Director of Development at 908-722-0200, ext. 222 or 
by email: jmckenna@icpdev.org.  
 

Car Magnates 

Immaculata has a new car magnet, emblazoned with the school’s nickname, 
“Lata.”  Oval in shape, it measures 6 ¾” by 5.”  The cost, with shipping, is $6.00. This is 
a great way to show your school spirit.  Contact Terry Lavin Kuboski’69 at 
tkuboski@immaculatahighschool.rog or call at (908) 722-0200 ext. 128.  
 

Commemorative Brick Garden/Spartan Way 

Interested in purchasing a brick in the Commemorative Brick Garden or along the 
Spartan Way (next to the Field of Dreams)?  You can honor your family, graduation 
class, team, season or an alumnus/ae who has passed away by purchasing a brick for 
$150.  For more details, contact Joe McKenna at (908) 722-0200 ext. 222. 
 

Old Yearbooks 

The Immaculata archives have lots of extra yearbooks from selected years in the 
1990’s and 2000’s.  Also, from selected years from the mid-1990’s, there are extra video 
yearbooks.  If you would like a copy, please send $5.00 for postage and, if you’d like, a 
donation to the yearbook fund. Send your request to the yearbook at Immaculata, 240 
Mountain Ave., Somerville, N.J. 08876. 

In addition, yearbook photos have been saved over the past 15 years.  Due to 
space constrictions, the school will be reducing the number of pictures saved to 
approximately 200 pictures.  If you would like to have the extra photos from your class, 
which will be discarded, contact Terry Lavin Kuboski’69 at 
tkuboski@immaculatahighschool.org or call at (908) 722-0200 ext. 128 
 

Reunions 

 The classes of 1968 and 1998 are planning reunions for next year.  If you are 
interested in helping on a committee or just attending, contact Joe McKenna at (908) 722-
0200 ext. 222. 



 The Class of 1978 is excited to announce their 30th Class Reunion on Saturday, 
November 29, 2008.  Logistics are being fine tuned, but the day will include an Open 
House at Immaculata, along with a cocktail party in the evening at the Doubletree Hotel 
in Somerset, NJ.  A mailer will go out in early April.  Updates between now and then will 
be sent via the EMMACULATA.  The Reunion Committee includes Linda Larangeira-
Piscadlo, Rich Dupras, Sue Myrah-Kujawski, Chris Florio, Colleen Slyman-Freeland, 
and Laureen Indyk-Janssen.  If you have any questions or would like to help out, please 
email Linda at lpiscad@corus.jnj.com.   We look forward to continuing the Class of 
1978's tradtion of exceptional participation.  
 Mark Bonfiglio ’88 is interested in talking with fellow alumni about a 20th 
reunion for the class of ’88.  If anyone from that class would also like to talk about 
organizing a reunion, Mark would appreciate it if you contacted him via email at 
mbonfiglio@gmail.com.  
 How about the classes of ’73, ’83, ’93 or ’03?  Is anyone hoping to organize a 
reunion? If so, please contact Joe McKenna @ jmckenna@icpdev.org or call him @ 
(908) 722-0200 ext. 222. 
 

Keeping Up With Alumni 

 Maureen Dupras Curry ‘84, and her husband, Rick, welcomed a new baby boy 
into their family on August 8, 2007. His name is Michael Patrick Curry. 
 Toni Ann Ferraro Thompson ’95 and her husband, Matt, welcomed their third 
child on October 7, 2007. Grant Joseph was born at 10:57 A.M, weighed 7 lb. and was 20 
½ inches long. Toni Ann and Matt also have twins, Evan and Annemarie, who turned two 
on September 30th. 
 Marianne Banko Luken ’93, her husband Dave, and their children Emma 
Elisabeth (6), Jack David (4) and Clare Marie (19 months) welcomed a new baby brother, 
Joseph Michael, in the family on October 26, 2007. 
 Joanne Rybski ’94 was married November 3, 2007 to Jerry Kimbrough. Peter 
Rybski ’93 was a reader as was Alissa Mroz ’94. Holly Yurasek ’93 was maid of honor. 
Dr. Dawn Marie Digrazia ’94 and Jennifer Renda were bridesmaids. Joanne received a 
Masters Degree on Occupational Therapy from Boston University in 2003 and has been 
working at Hagedorn Psychiatric Hospital in Glen Gardner, NJ for the past 5 years. 
 Lt. Commander Peter G. Rybski, Jr. ’93 was married November 3, 2007 to Lt. 
Shiho Sefton. Peter and Shiho currently live in Washington State, where they are both 
serving in the Navy. His sister, Joanne Rybski Kimbrough ’94 served as a witness. 
 Francis Fiduk ’01 joined the US Air Force and is currently stationed at Osan Air 
Force Base in Korea where he is training to become a Missions Briefer. 
 Jon Snow ’01 works for Approved Fire Protection as a Fire Suppression System 
Tech. In addition, he is a member of Manville’s Fire Department Company #1 and 1st 
lieutenant of the Manville Rescue Squad. He’s even saved a life or two during his stint 
with the squad. 
 Tim Lesko ’98 was recently featured in the Courier News for debuting with his 
own label of California wine. He released Silent Morning Cellars 2005 Russian River 
Syrak wine while working in California. You can contact Tim about his wine via email at 
silentmorningcellars@gmail.com. 



Justin Harkiewicz ’75 and his sister, Paulina ’67, were recently featured in the 
Courier News.  Justin, who lives in Shangai, China, found a place in China called the 
“Manville Pizza.”  He took his sister there this fall, and then they sent a picture into the 
Courier News with the two of them posed behind the Manville Pizza sign.   
 Lauren DeFalco ’04 is having a fantastic senior basketball season for Iona 
College. She has led the Gaels to a 14-8 record with an average of 11 points, 4.1 assists 
and 2 steals per game. 

The new Girls Varsity Lacrosse Coach at Immaculata is Jenn Marrosu ’02.  Jenn 
will be assisted by Marisa Thornburg ’03. 

Matt Restaino ’07, a freshman at Arcadia University has been named to the 
Middle Atlantic States Collegiate Athletic Corporation annual Sporstmanship Team for 
fall 2007 conference sports.  The team includes a player from each conference school 
who has demonstrated exceptional sportsmanship through their actions on and off the 
field during the season.  The players are selected by the players and coaches from their 
respective schools. 

Ken Greig ’83 was also featured in a Courier News article about local 
sportscasters. Ken has been the voice of Immaculata sports for 19 years.  Besides doing 
sports, Ken announces marching band competitions.   
 The best part of reading any alumni publication is seeing information about your 
friends and classmates.  The E-mmaculata staff encourages all alumni to send in their 
news.  Contact Terry Lavin Kuboski ’69 at tkuboski@immaculatahighschool.org or call 
her at (908) 722-0200 ext. 128.   
  

In Memoriam 

 It is with great sadness that Immaculata learned of the death of its first employee, 
Catherine Aloia.  Catherine dedicated 30 years of her life to Immaculata.  She leaves 
behind her husband of 60 years, Ed, her son, Greg ’69, daughter, Andrea ’73, and their 
families.  Catherine’s wake will be on Wednesday, February 27th, from 2 to 4 pm and 7 to 
9 pm at Cusick’s Funeral Home, in Somerville.  Her funeral Mass will be at Immaculate 
Conception Church on Thursday, February 28th at 9:30 am.  In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to the Immaculate Conception Church Endowment Fund, 35 Mountain 
Ave., Somerville, NJ 08876. 
 The Immaculata community also recently learned of the death of David 
Dunsavage ’79. 
 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 
New Communications and Security System 

 In keeping with the school’s objective to maintain a safe environment, 
Immaculata announces the completion of a two-year security and communications plan. 
According to Vivian Gleeson, Director of Crisis Management and Plant Security, 
Immaculata received a state grant for Non-Public High Schools, which allowed it to 
provide telephones in all classrooms, video camera monitoring at all entrance doors, and 
a student ID access program, which restricts entrance to the facility to only those 
authorized to do so.   



 “The response from students, parents, and faculty members has been 
phenomenal,” says Mrs. Gleeson.  Student Council president Rob Colucci speaking for 
the student body states that, “The state grant to upgrade security measures at Immaculata 
has been put to good use.  Although all of the students felt like the school was a secure 
environment, preventative measures, such as these, ensure the safety of the students and 
staff.”  Marie Caruso, Junior Class President, agrees, “Anytime we enhance the safety 
and communications of a school, it’s positive for the students and parents.” 
 In addition, Immaculata is proud to announce another enhancement to its security 
and communications plan.  Using Honeywell’s Instant Alert for Schools, Immaculata can 
alert parents and faculty members within minutes of any school closing or emergency.  
Parents and faculty members register their home phone numbers, cell phones, emails, 
pagers, and PDA’s; a school administrator notifies Honeywell when a message must be 
dispersed and all interested parties are contacted in a very short time period.   
 In the future, Immaculata will utilize this communications even more, by 
notifying parents of upcoming events and deadlines. 
 

Award winners 

 Anthony Savas has been named a finalist in the 2008 competition for National 
Merit Scholarship.  Approximately 8,200 scholars nationwide receive this prestigious 
designation.  

Molly Millar, a freshman at Immaculata, has been named a first place winner in 
the Great Spiritual Books 2007 writing competition, titled The Mystery and Joy of 
Christmas. As a winner, Molly will receive a $500 award, along with a certificate of 
achievement. They will be presented at the awards ceremony at Seton Hall University in 
early March. 

Joe Percoco of Hillsborough and Jennifer Kemper of Branchburg have been 
named as Immaculata’s Scholar Athletes for the Somerset County Principals Association.  
A banquet for all county winners, their guests, and school representatives will be held in 
the spring.  

Percoco, who was captain of the Varsity soccer team, chaired the Model UN 
General Assembly Conference this January in Hershey, Pa.  He serves as the school’s 
Model UN President, on the Student Council Executive Board, and on the Campus 
Ministry Board.  Percoco will be N.J.’s delegate to the National Model UN conference.  
In addition, he is a member of the National Honor Society, Spanish Honor Society, Math 
League, Academic Team, Student Ambassador Program, SADD (Students Against 
Destructive Decisions), and JusticeworX.  A Bloustein scholar, Percoco was also a 
National Hispanic Scholar finalist in the National Merit Scholarship Program. 

Kemper, who was captain of the Varsity Cross Country and Spring Track teams, 
is president of the National Honor Society and assistant editor of the literary magazine.  
She is a member of the Spanish Honor Society, Student Council, SADD, REBEL, 
Academic Team, JusticeworX, Appalachia, Student Ambassador Program, Pro-Life Club, 
and a General Ambassador for Model UN.  A Bloustein scholar, Kemper is also an AP 
scholar.  She is the daughter of Paul and Linda Puza Kemper ’78.  

 
 
 



Mission News 

Christina Marino ’06, now attending Scranton University, will be spending part 
of her summer serving the poorest people in El Salvador.  Thanks to the generous 
donations of our student body, Immaculata has supported her in this venture.  On Friday 
we sent her $1,000 to help her help others.  Please keep Christina and her classmates in 
your prayers.  

Other missions contributions since the beginning of December are:  

• Christian Solidarity International- $500.00 helped free several people from 
slavery.  

• The Edmundite Missions in Alabama - $200.00 

• St. Lebre Indian School, Cheyenne Indians on a reservation- $200.00 

• Locally (families connected with the school here in Somerville) - 
$1,200.00 

 

Faculty News 

 Several students in Mrs. Loveland’s math classes donated 36 pairs of jeans to 
Aeropostale’s Jeans for Teens Project. They heard about the endeavor through the news 
program, Channel One. 
 Anita Loveland has been selected to receive the 2008 Alumnae Recognition 
Award for selfless and dedicated service to the Associate Alumnae of Douglass College. 
She served the Associate Alumnae on the Board of Directors as the Douglass Annual 
Fund chair and as interim Vice President for Development. She also served the AADC as 
a member of The Douglass Society Selections Committee and Admissions Assistance 
Committee. Anita is currently President of her class and served as Class Vice President 
and Alumnae Council Representative. She will receive her award at Alumnae Council on 
Saturday, May 3, 2008.  
 Stephanie Collins’ and Donna Servedio’s business classes have welcomed 
members of the Junior Achievement group (from PNC Bank); they teach the students 
about personal banking, the economy, stocks, and other aspects of the business world.  
Any alumni interested in serving as a guest speaker to the business classes (Accounting, 
Law, Marketing, Computer Science, and Business), please contact Stephanie Collins by 
email at scollins@immaculatahighschool.org 
 

Music Department News 

 The Music Department will present “How to Succeed in Business Without Really 
Trying” on March 7, 8, 9, 14, and 15th.  In the lead roles are Kevin LeBoeuf, Monica 
Cullen, Kelly Adams, Stephanie Homyak, Pelagia Minsavage, Tom Hansen, Abby Pillon, 
Joe Straczynski, Nicholas Falgiano, and Tim Cullen. Tickets are $12 and can be obtained 
by calling the music department at (908) 722-0200 ext. 132.  Alumni who are assisting in 
the production are Trent Van Doren ’89, Joe DeVito ’98, Ed Webber ’99, Matt Di 

Carlo’03, Joe Destefano’04, Stephan Priatka ’05, Magda Dzierzanowski ’06, and 

Casey Lewis ‘07.   
 Those interested in supporting the Music Department by purchasing store 
vouchers, please check the website at www.ihsband.org or call (908) 722-0200.  
 
 



In the News 

 Two Immaculata students were recently featured in a Courier News article 
during Catholic Schools Week.  Joe Percoco, a senior from Hillsborough, and Nicole 
Perone, a junior from Martinsville, spoke about their experiences at Immaculata.  Perone, 
who transferred to IHS from Bridgewater said, “Immaculata has changed my life.  At 
Catholic school you become a different person. Who I am at Immaculata is who I am 
inside. There’s no pretense to act a certain way or dress to be a part of the majority.  I am 
able to be friends with other people and be true to myself.” 
 Percoco, who will attend the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School next 
fall, stated, “Whether you’re successful academically or in life, your faith is always 
something you always fall back on no matter what people do to you, whatever obstacles 
you face.”   
 

Spartan Spirit!!! 

 This year Spartan Spirit Week is February 25th -29th.  The themes are seniors: 
Blue Angels – our spirit has earned us wings; juniors: Red Boxing Gloves: our spirit will 
knock you out!; sophomores: the Yellow Brick Road: our spirit leads the way; and 
freshmen: the Green Hulk: our spirit is incredible. 
 Over 2,500 food items given by the classes for Spartan Spirit were donated to the 
Somerset County Food Bank.  The results of the Penny Wars will be donated to the 
Valerie Fund, which helps those with childhood cancers and is the N.J. Association of 
Student Council’s chosen charity, and Life Choices of Metuchen, a pro-life organization.   
 

Athletic News 

 Returning swimming champion Michael Vernoia, a senior, repeated last year’s 
first place finish in the 200 Freestyle and captured first place in the 500 Freestyle at the 
Somerset County Championship Swim Meet. Mike’s finishes were the 5th fastest in the 
state this year. He is also the Skyland Conference Champion in the Men’s 200 Freestyle 
and a 2nd place finisher in the 100 freestyle. 

Senior Jeff Cullinan reached a major athletic milestone by scoring his 1000th point 
in a game against Franklin Township.  Jeff, who is still deciding on what college he will 
attend to play basketball, was honored at a home game in which Immaculata squeaked 
out an exciting victory by a score of 63 to 62. Both Jeff’s uncle and coach, Kevin 

Cullinan ’79 and Jeff’s late dad, Joe, who played for Holy Trinity, scored over 1,000 
points.  Jeff was recently featured in full-page article in the Courier News sports section.    

Michael Kuhn of Bridgewater and Frank DeNick of Middlesex recently signed 
letters of intent to commit to play football for Division I AA schools.  Kuhn, a running 
back and safety, will play for the University of Maine, while DeNick, a quarterback and 
defensive back, will play for Bucknell University in Lewisburg, Pa. Both played for the 
Immaculata Spartans during its undefeated 2006 season, Non-Public Group III State 
Championship, as well as its 2007 season in which the team went 11-1 and won the 
Skyland Conference Championship. 

Kuhn was named parochial All-State, All-Area, All-County, and All-Conference, 
as well as one of the Top 30 players in N.J. by the Star Ledger.  A team captain, Kuhn 
participated in the Nike Camp All-America in 2006 and was also Parochial All-State for 
Spring Track for the 100 meter run.  A member of SADD (Students Against Destructive 



Decisions), Kuhn also participates in peer mediation, Special Olympics, Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, and weight lifting. 

DeNick, a team captain, was named All-Conference, All County and second team 
All-Area and All-State.  In addition, DeNick batted leadoff for the 2007 Somerset County 
Champion Spartan baseball team and will return to baseball this spring.  A member of the 
yearbook staff, a student ambassador for the Admissions program, a retreat leader, a peer 
mediation member, he is also a member of SADD and Lata Living.  

Sophomore Joseph Todaro will be competing in the 2008 National Junior 
Olympic Shooting Championship, which will be held in April in Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Interested in sending your youngster to a Spartan sports camp this summer?  
Check out the Athletic Department’s website (www.ihsathletics.com) and read the 
camp’s descriptions, see the schedules, and download the registration forms. 
 

Campus Ministry News 

 If you are busy cleaning closets and storage areas over the long winter, don’t 
forget Immaculata Campus Ministry’s Annual Garage Sale. This year it will be held on 
May 2nd and 3rd at the high school. It is a great source of income for the Campus Ministry 
Office, helping to cover operating costs and fund programs for the needy. It also serves a 
great purpose by providing very reasonably priced clothing and household items to the 
local community. More information about drop-off dates will be included in future 
bulletins. Volunteers are also greatly needed. Call the Campus Ministry Office with any 
questions at (908) 722-0200 ext. 123. 
 Twice a month a group of Immaculata students go grocery shopping for local 
senior citizen clients, suggested by Catholic Charities. The senior provides the list of 
needed groceries and the students have fun, collecting the items down the aisles and 
bringing them to the homes. Since this Campus Ministry group is mindful of the 
environment, they use designated cloth bags for each client. Once the shopping is 
completed, a team of students visits each home, put away the groceries and spend a few 
minutes socializing with the senior resident. Rich Grieshaber, coordinator of the shopping 
effort at Immaculata, says this project is one of the most popular among the students for 
the past five years.  Junior Stephanie Tarnovetchi gives her reasons why. “I enjoy 
meeting with the homebound seniors, while being with my friends, while doing a good 
deed.” 
 Over 110 students—nearly 15 per cent of the student body --  have signed up to 
participate in JusticeworX this summer.  JusticeworX is a weeklong summer immersion 
program dedicated to service and justice issues.  The students work together in Trenton 
during the day and return to a retreat center in Plainsboro for fellowship and prayer.  In 
addition, several of our students will serve in Appalachia, helping to repair homes, and 
Camp Fatima, providing a week of respite and fun for severely handicapped children.  
 This Lent Immaculata encourages its faculty and students to participate in the 
daily Communion service.  On Thursdays during lunch periods, students and faculty can 
pray the Stations of the Cross in the chapel.  An after-school Adult Faith Sharing group 
also meets on Thursdays. 

Ten students spent February 21st in Newark, N.J. at Habitat for Humanity.  
Accompanied by Rich Grieshaber, these students were involved in the early stages of a 
home under construction. Campus Ministry participates in Habitat for Humanity four 



times a year.  In addition, students help Habitat’s fundraising efforts by collating their 
solicitation mailings during lunch and study periods in the Campus Ministry office. 

Campus Ministry also makes quarterly visits to Camden, N.J. to deliver donated 
furniture to clients recommended by Catholic Charities.  For the first time this February, 
two vehicles were used and eight students accompanied Rich Grieshaber and Mr. Wright, 
a father of a freshman. Two families were immensely helped by the gift of furniture, as 
well as “muscle power” of the students who moved it.  Alex Bancone, a senior, felt that 
the experience “really opened my eyes to the living conditions of the poor right here in 
our state.” 

Through the Theology department, Immaculata students will donate Easter 
baskets to SHIP (Samaritan Homeless Interim Program) in Somerville and Elijah’s 
Promise in New Brunswick, Traditionally, the school contributes 80 baskets jam packed 
with goodies for youngsters to enjoy during the holidays.  

Over 50 freshmen and sophomores attended the Visions retreat in late February. 
The retreat is led by a team of 12 juniors who prepared weekly for the weekend for 
Visions. Assisting on this retreat are Scott Frauenheim’03, Colleen McCarron’99, Meg 
Duffy’96, and Sr. Regina Karen IHM.  The theme was “Live Out Loud.” 
 

Antioch XXXIV 

 This December Antioch XXXIV took place with over 50 seniors participating.  
For those who experienced Antioch, it’s wonderful to know that this powerful retreat is 
still available to Immaculata students.  Meg Duffy’96 and Matt Pitucco’94 are an integral 
part of the adult team, along with Helen Sanford and Sr. Regina Karen IHM.  This month 
the Antioch leadership team made a presentation to the faculty to share their thoughts on 
the impact that this retreat had on their lives.  A summary of Johnny Schoberl’s 
comments are listed below. 
 “When I was in the 4th grade in Alexandria, N.J., I saw the Immaculata Spartans 
playing baseball in Flemington.  I was so impressed with the way they played and the 
skills they had, I just knew I needed to be a a part of that team.  That same day I told my 
dad that I wanted to go to Immaculata.  Honestly, I didn’t really understand what 
Immaculata was, or even where it was.  All I knew was that those kids were good 
baseball players.  
 “By the time I was a sophomore I learned that being a Spartan meant more than 
playing a sport.  Retreats became a bigger part of my school year.  They are a time when 
tuba players, swimmers, and future scientists come together to talk about how religion is 
a common thread in their lives.  With all of the craziness in today’s world, I know my 
peers really do need to stop, gather themselves, and look at where they’re headed, both 
good and bad. 
 “My junior year was tough.  My sister had three brain surgeries in 6 weeks.  My 
family was being tested.  School was not getting easier; college selection and the 
opportunity to play baseball at the next level were all tugging at my emotions.  The 
“community” that I saw in retreats really was there for me.   
 “In my senior year I had the opportunity to be an Antioch leader. The retreat may 
have been the best thing I have ever done.  The experience showed me that I have 
something greater to do and that God will walk with me. “ 
 


